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Jérôme Poggi is pleased to present the fifth solo exhibition  at the 
gallery of the Brazilian artist and Franciscan monk, Sidival Fila (born 
in 1962 in Brazil, lives and works at the Convento San Bonaventura al 
Palatino, Rome). 

As the monumental polyptych he produced for the last Venice 
Biennale has just joined the collections of the Vatican Museum of 
Modern and Contemporary Art, where it is now hung under frescoes 
by Pinturicchio, our new project aims to highlight the ethics of "care" 
that inspire Sidival Fila both in the practice of his spirituality and in 
his art. Taken in the sense of 'caring for things', this 'care' permeates 
the artist's work, whether it be in his techniques - which imply 
patience and delicacy -, the materials he restores and to which he gives 
a new life, or his relationship to art and what it can achieve. 

This new project therefore aims to highlight this relationship to the 
world through three series in particular : the Muffe that hang in the 
main room of the gallery, the flowers series in the cabinets, and the 
stitches in the entrance and showroom.

Sidival Fila 
Solo Exhibition

The exhibition will run from 19th June to 31st July 2021 at 
Galerie Poggi, 2 Rue Beaubourg - 75004 Paris



« SIDIVAL FILA SITS OUTSIDE 
OF TODAY'S VISUAL AS MUCH 
AS TECHNICAL NORMS. »  
Dominique Païni, Sidival Fila, les mains qui pensent, 2017



Upon his return from the Venice Biennale, Sidival Fila 
discovered that his Golgotha had suffered from humidity 
and storage, and was stained with mould. After restoring it 
with the help of Vatican experts, the work was exhibited in 
the museum while slowly giving birth to a new direction in 
Fila's pratice. 

The new Muffe (mould) series extends the reflections that 
Fila had begun, with the Phoenix series for example, by 
inviting life itself, that of the infinitely small - bacteria and 
fungi - to invest the work of art. 

Using fabrics that he purposefully lets to deteriorate in the 
Roman cellars of the San Bonaventura Convent on Mount 
Palatine in Rome, Fila intervenes on the canvas by making 
incisions, sutures and inclusions of mirrors, embroidery, 
wood and other materials, thus creating very particular, 
even contradictory impressions, between repulsion and 
delicacy.  

Muffe

Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo 01 (serie muffe), 2020 

Antique 19th century hand-woven hemp canvas, worked through a molding process in 
the cave, treated and protected with bactericides and fungicides, sewn, with mirror 

fragments, frame197 × 221 cm



It should be reasserted that the artist is driven by the 
idea that the work of art is not an inanimate object, that 
it gives life to what has been abandoned, according to a 
principle that has more to do with immanence than with 
transcendence. 

To think of a work of art as a living being and not as an 
inert object is not just a matter of mysticism. It is a 
philosophical thought that places all elements on equal 
footing, without excluding that which has no lungs from 
the realm of life. The animist cultures of Central and 
Latin America, which claim the existence of a soul in 
stones or wood, for example, belong to this current. In 
the history of Western art, artists such as Joseph Beuys, 
Alberto Burri and Dieter Roth have also rejected the idea 
that a work of art is immobile, investing it with a life of 
its own instead.  

Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo 01 (serie muffe), détail, 2020 

Antique 19th century hand-woven hemp canvas, worked through a molding 
process in the cave, treated and protected with bactericides and fungicides, sewn, 
with mirror fragments, frame 
197 × 221 cm



The exhibition also illuminates the role of stitching in the 
artist's work, which he uses to patch the various pieces of 
fabric that make up his works. The stitching is deliberately 
left visible, creating architectures of threads or spider webs 
that draw enigmatic patterns within his otherwise 
minimalist canvases. The ambiguity of these seams, which 
evoke both a form of violence and its subsequent care, is at 
the heart of the strange fascination of Sidival Fila's works. 

Beyond the technique of sewing, this process, combined 
with a 'leathery' chromatic range, evokes tanned skins, 
meticulously sutured epidermis, or desert expanses. The 
fineness of the fabrics, delicately patched to form a taut 
canvas, reinforces this epidermal impression, and once 
again enriches the links that Fila weaves between man and 
his environment. It is thus through what can be likened to 
a ritual that the artist transforms what has been discarded 
from history or society into embodied, even sacred works.

Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo 0202, détail, 2020 

XIXth century fabric, lined and sewn, on loom 
89 × 46 cm

Stitches



Sidival Fila's work is part of a formal history of European 
minimalism, standing at the crossroad of informal art, 
spatialism and matierism. From these movements, Fila 
borrows the gestures of slitting, patching, or the use of raw 
material as a pictorial material. But he also breaks away 
from this history by paying particular attention to the 
materials he uses, whether they are antique or industrial 
fabrics, or found objects that he cares for, dresses, sews up 
or sutures, driven by a desire that he describes as a 
« redemption of the material ».

Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo (serie marrone 4), détail,  2020 

Antique lining cut, sewn and glued on canvas, on 
loom 
70 × 51 cm



Sidival Fila was born in 1962 in the southern state of Paraná, Brazil, a region known for its 
famous Iguazu Falls and as being one of the first lands intensively deforested for coffee and 
soybean cultures. After traveling to study art in Europe, Fila moved to Rome at the age of 25 
and interrupted his artistic career for 18 years so as to devote himself to a spiritual life. He 
joined the Order of Friars Minor of St. Francis of Assisi, for whom he served  as a chaplain for a 
long time in hospitals and prisons throughout Italy. He finally returned to his artistic practice 
in 2006, when he established his studio in the Franciscan monastery of San Bonaventura al 
Palatino, where he now serves as minister general.  

Multiplying important exhibitions in Italy with a first solo show at the Museo Bilotti of the 
Villa Borghese in Rome (2015), Sidival Fila soon became quite famous in Europe. In 2016, 
French curator Dominique Païni organized an exhibition around Sidival Fila for the Centre 
national d'art contemporain du Fresnoy (France), contextualizing his work with Dan Flavin, 
Sol Lewitt, François Morellet, Sheila Hicks, etc. In 2018, the Palazzo Ducale di Sassuolo 
provided him with a solo exhibition, bringing his work into dialogue with the monochrome 
collection of Panza di Biumo (2018). In the same year, the critic and art historian Elisa Coletta 
published his first monograph (Silvana Editoriale).  

In 2019 he produced a large polyptych, Golgotha, for the 58th Venice Biennale. He also 
exhibited at Palazzo Merulana in Rome and at ArtBasel Miami where he benefitted from a solo 
show with the gallery.  

He is currently planning several important exhibitions for 2021 and 2022 in Venice, Bologna, 
and Madrid, among others.

Biographie



Exhibited Works
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Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo Fiore Antico 06, detail, 2019 

18th century linen fabric with embroidered flowers and 18th century silk sewn on loom 
100 x 61 cm



Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo 01 (serie muffe), 2020 

Antique 19th century hand-woven hemp canvas, 
worked through a molding process in the cave, 
treated and protected with bactericides and 
fungicides, sewn, with mirror fragments, frame 
164 × 232 cm



Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo 01 (serie muffe), Détail, 2020 

Antique 19th century hand-woven hemp canvas, 
worked through a molding process in the cave, 

treated and protected with bactericides and 
fungicides, sewn, with mirror fragments, frame 

164 × 232 cm



Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo (serie muffe), 2020 

Antique 19th century hand-woven hemp canvas, worked through a molding process in 
the cave, treated and protected with bactericides and fungicides, sewn, with mirror 
fragments, frame 
197 × 221 cm



Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo (serie muffe), Détail, 2020 

Antique 19th century hand-woven hemp canvas, 
worked through a molding process in the cave, 

treated and protected with bactericides and 
fungicides, sewn, with mirror fragments, frame 

197 × 221 cm



Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo (serie marrone 1), 2020 

Antique lining cut, sewn and glued on canvas, on 
loom 
144 × 89 cm

Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo (serie marrone 4), 2020 

Antique lining cut, sewn and glued on canvas, on 
loom  

70 × 51 cm



Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo 0202, 2020 

19th century fabric, lined and sewn, on loom 
89 × 46 cm 

Detail on the right



Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo Fiore Antico 12 & Senza Titolo Fiore Antico 13, 2021 

Antique flowers hand sewn, restored hemp and linen, cut, glued and sewn, on frame 
15 × 19 cm



Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo (n°2), 2017 

Jacquard fabric from an 18th century dalmatic, made on a loom 
132 x 119 cm



Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo Fiore Antico 23 & Senza Titolo Fiore Antico 24, 2021 

Antique hand-sewn flowers and 18th century silk, sewn on loom 
52 × 44 cm & 50,5 x 39 cm



Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo, 2018 

Antique lined fabric, on loom 
62 × 52 cm



Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo, 2019 

18th century silk Jacquard fabric, cut and sewn, hung on a loom 
130 × 258 cm 

Detail on the left



Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo, 2020 

18th century silk Jacquard fabric, cut and sewn, hung on a loom 
127 × 128 cm 

Detail on the left



Sidival Fila 
Senza Titolo giallo 01 & Senza Titolo giallo 03, 2020 

Old cotton woven on a loom, sewn and glued on canvas 
67 × 50 cm & 35 × 35 cm



VIEWING ROOM 
Click here

INQUIRIES 
Contact 
Camille Bréchignac 
c.brechignac@galeriepoggi.com  
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11 am           7 pm
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PREVIEW DAY 
June, Friday 18th 
11 am          7 pm  
Upon invitation only
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